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Agenda 

 What is a story?  

 Why do we remember 

stories?  

 Uses of stories in education 

 How can stories serve as 

examples?  

 How can stories serve as 

practice?  

 Where can you find stories?  

 



Exercise  

 

Listen to the audio recording  

of the KP PI. What were some of the  

elements that made this story effective?  

 

What is a story?  



 A story is a narrative that 

illustrates complex 

interconnections between 

agents, ideas, events, and 

even abstract concepts.  

Stories are also called 

parables, myths, folklore, 

legends, life experience, 

and vignettes.  

What is a story?  



 A succession of incidents 

designed to interest, amuse, 

or instruct the hearer or 

reader.  

What is a story?  



 A series of linked events 

that unfold over time.  

What is a story?  



Stories – An ancient form 

 



Exercise 

Get together with a partner.  

Tell one of your favorite stories.  

Why do you remember this story?  



Are stories valuable to education?  

 
CINDERELLA 

 Stepmother 

 Fairy Godmother 

 Ball at the Palace 

 Prince  

 Glass Slipper  

 Happily Ever After 

 

It kind of loses 

something in 

the translation 

to PowerPoint.  

by Ann Kwinn & C. Kwinn 



Are stories valuable to education?  

Harper and Mayer (1997) conducted an 
experiment which compared the 
learning outcomes of two lessons 
structured in different ways.  

 one that used visuals and text to 
explain the basic facts about lightning 
formation  

 an alternative version that added four 
stories (in visuals and text) about 
things such as how lightning affects 
aircrafts, people who were struck by 
lightning, etc.  

 



Which do you think led to better 
learning?  

 

 A: Visuals and text on the basic 
facts about lightning formation  

 B: Version with stories about 
how lightning affects aircrafts, 
people who were struck by 
lightning, etc.  

 

Question  



Are stories valuable to education?  



Question 

Does Nemo have gills?  

 

 Yes 

 

 No 



Why do we remember stories? 

Stories show us the patterns of 

life and lets us predict what 

will happen again.  

 

We tell stories to remember 

our lives.  

 



Question 

What is the Gist of the story 

Cinderella?  

 



Question  

 

What is the The Truman Show 

about?  



Uses of Stories 

 To introduce yourself 

 To motivate  

 To present an analogy 

 To illustrate how to learn  

 To present the content in a real 

life context  



Uses of Stories 

 To introduce yourself 



Uses of Stories 

 To motivate 



Uses of Stories 

OR  



How can stories motivate? 



Uses of Stories 

 To present an analogy 



Uses of Stories 

 To illustrate how to learn 



How can stories illustrate how to learn?  

Organizational Behavior – Applied Summary Paper – Excerpt  

If you were to ask my wife what my greatest individual strength 

and weakness is she would say, “He easily integrates himself into 

social settings but he needs to work on his communication skills” 

On the other hand, if you asked the same question to one of my 

co-workers they would say I have excellent communication skills, 

but need to get more organized.  

According to the Gallup’s Strength Finder 2.0, my top five 

strengths are communication, context, maximize, woo, and 

individualization.  So how is it that in my home life my wife tells me 

my communication skills need improvement and in my 

professional life my co-workers and supervisor praise my 

communication skills?   

I believe the answer lies in analyzing my work-life balance and the 

different roles in which I am assigned at home and in the office.   

 



Uses of Stories 

 To present the content in a real 

life context:   

• Examples 



How can stories serve as examples?  



Generic Content vs Instances 

 



 



 



How can stories serve as examples?  



Uses of Stories 

 To present the content in a real 

life context:   

• Practice  



How can stories serve as practice?  



 





 



 



 



EDUC571 – Curriculum Foundations – 

Case Study 

 



Marissa Mayer–Questions on Reading 

 Why did Marissa Mayer institute a new no working at 

home policy?  

 What about her background and experience do you think 

led her to this decision?  

 Do you think it odd that a pregnant woman/mother set 

such a standard? 

 What does the literature say about productivity and 

working at home?  

 Have you ever benefitted from flexible work hours or 

working from home? Were there any down sides?  

 The university offers this academic major face to face and 

online. Why did you choose your desired delivery mode?  

 What do you find as the pro’s and con’s of this teaching 

format? 



Choose one of the following films – as the basis of this 

paper.  

• Ordinary People (starring Mary Tyler Moore) 

• Who’s Afraid of Virginia Wolfe? (starring Elizabeth 

Taylor) 

• Shoot the Moon (starring Albert Finney) 

• The Color Purple (starring Oprah Winfrey) 

 Write 7–8 pages in which you analyze the family 

relationships shown in film in terms of the concepts you 

learned from this course. 

 Be thorough. Consider the 5 themes addressed in 

class: family styles, parenting styles, sexuality, 

communication, divorce and remarriage. Refer to 

specific concepts, theories, and terms from the 

readings.   

CL336 – Christian Family Life – Applied 

Summary Paper  



Doctoral Course Story Writing 

Exercise 

Question: What will it look like after 

you finish your Ph.D. and you are 

teaching a course?   



Question 

    Where can you find stories?  



Where can you find stories?  

 From your own experiences 

 From the news 

 From the historical record  

 From books, training, presentations  

 From your own students   

 From your SME’s 



Exercise  

Are there any elements of your field 
that lend themselves to metaphor, 
emotion, a sequence of events? 

Individually, think about a story and 
write down a few notes including 
audience, lesson objective and 
purpose of the story.  

 



Exercise  

 

Will someone tell their story?  


