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LIBRARY VERSION  
THIS SYLLABUS IS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT CONSIDERED A  

VALID SYLLABUS FOR COURSE WORK. ACTUAL COURSE SYLLABI ARE SUBJECT  
TO CHANGE AT INSTRUCTOR’S DISCRETION. 

 
1. HEADING AND COURSE INFORMATION 
AZUSA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY 
Division of Religion and Philosophy 
Department of Biblical Studies 
Course Instruction Plan 
 
COURSE INFORMATION: 
UBBL 230(Section # ) (Course # ) 
Luke-Acts  
Semester/Year 
3 units 
 
COURSE CREDIT DESCRIPTION 
Course: UBBL 230 LUKE-ACTS  
Format: 3 units 
Following the APU Credit Hour policy, to meet the identified student learning outcomes of this course, 
the expectations are that this 3 unit course, delivered over a 15 week term will approximate: 

9 hours/week (approximate minimum) out of class student work, including (but not limited to) 
reading, research, and writing assignments. 

 
2. CONTACT INFORMATION 
Instructor:  
Office Hours:  
University Tel: (626) 969-3434  
Emergency Telephone:  
 
3. UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT 
Azusa Pacific University is an evangelical Christian community of disciples and scholars who seek to 
advance the work of God in the world through academic excellence in liberal arts and professional 
programs of higher education that encourage students to develop a Christian perspective of truth and life. 
 
4. DEPARTMENT MISSION STATEMENT 
The Department of Biblical Studies at Azusa Pacific University aims to equip undergraduate students by 
offering degree programs in Biblical Studies, supporting the General Education program with courses in 
Biblical Studies, and preparing undergraduate men and women for ministry and/or graduate programs.  
Emphasis is placed upon training them in leadership perspectives, intelligent interpretation of the 
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Christian Scriptures, and integrating their understanding of the Bible with their responses to God, self, 
and neighbor as well as to just responses to human need. 
 
5. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course introduces New Testament biblical literature, hermeneutics, and literary critical 
methodologies with a primary focus on the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. Special attention 
is given to the meaning of the texts with regard to their political, cultural, religious, and geographical 
settings; the literary structures and genres employed; and how those texts are relevant for faithful 
Christian living.  
 
6. GENERAL EDUCATION STATUS 
Meets the general education core requirement in God's Word and the Christian Response. 
 
7. PREREQUISITE  
UBBL 100 Introduction to Biblical Literature: Exodus/Deuteronomy 
 
8 COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

1. Recognize the books and recall the general structure of the New Testament. 
2. Explain the basic process of New Testament canonization and transmission. 
3. Describe the historical, social, political, religious, literary, and geographical world of the New 

Testament. 
4. Recall content and structure within the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. 
5. Identify and describe how the followers of Jesus interacted with their Scriptures in richly diverse 

ways. 
6.  Analyze and evaluate current scholarship on Luke-Acts in light of the text and compose a 

paper/project which demonstrates an understanding of both exegesis and hermeneutics. 
7. Identify and analyze obscured themes, characters, and/or motifs that are highlighted by 

interpreters that represent marginalized voices. 
8. Explain the Wesleyan Quadrilateral and assess the merits of this approach to reading Scripture. 
9. Evaluate how the material from the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts can be integrated into 

their own walk of faith. 
 

9. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Student Learning Outcome  
"By the end of this course, students should be able to……" 

IDEA Objective Assignments Used to Assess 

 
1. Recognize the books and recall the general structure of 
the New Testament. 

Gaining factual knowledge Midterm Quizzes, Journal, Final Exam 

2. Explain the basic process of New Testament canonization 
and transmission. 

Gaining factual knowledge Midterm Quizzes, Journal, Final Exam 

3. Describe the historical, social, political, religious, literary, 
and geographical world of the New Testament. 

Developing skills in expressing oneself orally or in 
writing 

Midterm Quizzes, Journal, Final Exam 

4. Recall content and structure within the Gospel of Luke 
and the book of Acts. 

Developing skills in expressing oneself orally or in 
writing 

Midterm Quiz #2, Journal, Surveys, 
Final Exam 

5. Identify and describe how the followers of Jesus 
interacted with their Scriptures in richly diverse ways. 

Learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, 
arguments and points of view 

Exegetical Assignments #1, 3, and 4 

6. Analyze and evaluate current scholarship on Luke-Acts in 
light of the text and compose a paper/project which 
demonstrates an understanding of both exegesis and 
hermeneutics. 

Learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, 
arguments and points of view 

Exegetical Assignments #1, 2, 3, and 4 

7. Identify and analyze obscured themes, characters, and/or 
motifs that are highlighted by interpreters that represent 
marginalized voices. 

Learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, 
arguments and points of view 

Book Review 

8. Explain the Wesleyan Quadrilateral and assess the merits 
of this approach to reading Scripture. 

Learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, 
arguments and points of view 

Midterm Quizzes, Exegetical 
Assignment #4 

9. Evaluate how the material from the Gospel of Luke and 
the book of Acts can be integrated into their own walk of 
faith. 

Learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, 
arguments and points of view 

Journal, Exegetical Assignment #4, 
Book Review 
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10. REQUIRED TEXTS 
Required Text—Bible: 
Coogan, Michael D., Editor.  The New Oxford Annotated Bible: New Revised Standard Version with the 

Apocrypha, 4th Edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 2010.  ISBN 978-0-19-528959-6* 
*abbreviated in Course Calendar as NOAB 
 
Required Textbooks: 
De La Torre, Miguel A.  Reading the Bible from the Margins. Orbis Books, 2002. ISBN 978-

1570754104. 
 
Powell, Mark Allan. Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, and Theological Survey. 

Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2009. ISBN 978-0801028687. 
 
Truesdale, Al, ed. Square Peg: Why Wesleyans Aren't Fundamentalists. Kansas City: Beacon Hill, 2012. 

ISBN 978-0834127937. Pages 27-40, 61-74, 113-43. 
 
Internet Resources: Instructor to determine 
 
11. COURSE REQUIREMENTS/ASSIGNMENTS    
 
Journal Summary: On ten separate weeks, write a journal summary (synopsis) and reflection of a 
textbook chapter from Introducing the New Testament. This assignment is worth 10% (10 points per 
Summary; 100 points total). On each of the 10 chapters that you are assigned, you are to write a 320-
word (1-page) Synopsis and Reflection. The Synopsis will include a 160-word (½ page) summary of the 
assigned chapter followed by 160 words (½ page) of personal reflections and questions. Include in this 
Journal Summary details of information from the chapter that are new and particularly interesting to you. 
The Journal Summaries will be due on the dates given in the Course Calendar. The Journal Summaries 
will link to Student Learning Outcomes 1-4, and 9. 
 
Surveys: There will be two Survey Assignments. Each survey is worth 25 points, for a total of 50 points. 
For due dates, please see Course Calendar. 

Survey #1: Survey of Luke 
This project must be submitted as a Word document and should be 2-4 pages in length This project 
consists of three parts (25 points) 

The Survey assignments must be submitted through www.turnitin.com. Your instructor will provide a 
Username and Password. If your class uses Sakai, you must submit it through Sakai. Otherwise, your 
Instructor will give you further guidelines as to how to access and submit your project.  

Part One: Survey of Luke. Read the entire book through. Give a 3 to 5 word descriptive title for every 
major pericope. A pericope is a single story or unit. Use the NOAB. Use your own titles. Do not copy titles 
from a study Bible, from the bottom of the NOAB, from another student, from the internet, or any other 
source. To do so will be to commit plagiarism and will result in a 0% grade for the assignment and a report 
to the Provost.  

If you have several verses of what appear to be random sayings, then you may treat those as a unit, but 
make an effort to see if the sayings are connected. 

If your project is less than two pages you are not giving enough detail. It need not be more than four pages. 
Give yourself time to complete it as it may require six-ten hours. This part of the project is worth 15 points. 

Part Two: identify Major Themes. Identify five major themes that you discovered. A theme should be 
something that you see more than once. If it is an important theme it should appear several times. List the 
scripture references that support your discoveries. To be major it needs to be more than once! This part of 
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the project is worth 5 points. 

Part Three: Identify Literary Types. Identify five literary types or genres. Give at least two examples of 
each type.  Don't worry about proper labels. Use your own. This part of the project is worth 5 points. 
 
Survey #2: Survey of Acts 
Submit in a Word document a 2-4 page survey of the book of Acts This project consists of three parts 
(25 points) 

Part One: Survey of Acts. Read the entire book through. Give a 3 to 5 word descriptive title for every 
major pericope. Use the NOAB. Use your own titles. Do not copy titles from a study Bible, from the 
bottom of the NOAB, from another student, from the internet, or any other source. To do so will be to 
commit plagiarism and will result in a 0% grade for the assignment and a report to the Provost.  

If you have several verses of what appear to be random sayings, then you may treat those as a unit, but 
make an effort to see if the sayings are connected. 

If your project is less than two pages you are not giving enough detail. It need not be more than four pages. 
Give yourself time to complete it as it may require six-ten hours. This part of the project is worth 15 points. 

Part Two: identify Major Themes. Identify five major themes that you discovered. A theme should be 
something that you see more than once. If it is an important theme it should appear several times. List the 
scripture references that support your discoveries. To be major it needs to be more than once! This part of 
the project is worth 5 points. 

Part Three: Identify Literary Types. Identify five literary types or genres. Give at least two examples of 
each type.  Don't worry about proper labels. Use your own. This part of the project is worth 5 points. 

The Surveys will link to Student Learning Outcome #4. 

Book Reviews: There will be two Book Reviews. Each review is worth 25 points, for a total of 50 points. 
For due dates, please see Course Calendar. 

Book Review #1: Write a book review of the assigned pages in the Truesdale Text (see Required Textbooks 
above). 
Book Review #2: Write a book review of the De La Torre Text (see Required Textbooks above).  
 
Requirements for both reviews: The review should be a minimum of 1250 words (1" margins, Times New 
Roman 12, no title page, heading single spaced, text double spaced). Your audience should be imagined as 
adults of average to above average intelligence (pastors, parents, peers) who are not specialists in this field. 
You are writing for them and to them. This book review should have three parts.  
Part One: Introduction to the Book. This is usually one paragraph long and includes the title of the book, the 
author, and the publisher (for the reader of your review who wants to obtain the book), plus a few introductory 
sentences about the book, its contents, argument, etc. This basic information is for the benefit of your reader. If 
the readers of your review are interested, they can read more. If they want to purchase or find a copy of the 
book, they have all of the requisite information here. 
Part Two: Description of the Book. In this part, you will provide a more detailed presentation of the contents 
of the book: its scope, arrangement, structure and development. Provide the points of view or theses of the 
author, etc. It is appropriate and typical in a book review to focus your attention a bit more on a particular 
portion of the book for more detailed comment. You may do this by selecting a chapter, or perhaps a smaller 
portion of a chapter such as a particular passage or parable that is discussed. Part Two should help prospective 
readers decide if the book is something they would like to read. 
Part Three: Personal Appreciation or Evaluation of the Book. This is the place where you articulate in some 
detail what you feel are the merits and/or shortcomings of the book, how the book assisted you (or not) 
spiritually, and whether or not you would recommend the book to others. 
 
The Book Reviews will link to Student Learning Outcome #7 and 9. 
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Midterm Quizzes: You will have two Midterm Quizzes. Each quiz will consist of 100 points. The 
Quizzes will link to Student Learning Outcomes 1-4, and 8. 
 
Final Exam: 
You will have one Final Exam. 
§ WHAT WILL BE IN THE EXAM? The final exam will be comprehensive and will cover the entire semester; 

however, it will focus mostly on the final third of the course. 

§ WILL THERE BE A STUDY GUIDE? Yes. 

§ HOW MANY POINTS? 200 points. 

§ IS IT OPEN OR CLOSED BOOK? Instructor to determine 

§ WHAT STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES DOES THIS LINK TO? This assignment will help fulfill 
Student Learning Outcomes #1-4 

 
 
 
Exegetical Assignments:  
§ WHAT DO I HAVE TO DO FOR THE EXEGETICAL ASSIGNMENTS? See details below. 

§ WHEN ARE THE EXEGETICAL ASSIGNMENTS DUE? For due dates, please see Course Calendar. 

§ HOW DO I SUBMIT THE ASSIGNMENTS? Instructor to determine 

§ HOW MUCH ARE THE ASSIGNMENTS WORTH? There are four assignments. They are worth the 
following points:  

Assignment #1: 50 pts.  

Assignment #2: 50 pts.  

Assignment #3: 50 pts.  

Assignment #4: 100 points. 

NOTE: UNINTENTIONAL PLAGIARISM WILL BE TREATED AS SERIOUSLY AS INTENTIONAL 
PLAGIARISM, AND PLAGIARIZED PAPERS WILL RECEIVE AN "F" GRADE (0%) ON THE PAPER 
FOR THE FIRST OFFENSE AND AN "F" (0%) IN THE ENTIRE COURSE FOR THE SECOND OFFENSE. 
Please carefully review the Academic Integrity Policy in this syllabus to ensure that your paper has no 
plagiarism events. 

§ WHAT STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES DO THESE LINK TO? These assignments will help fulfill 
Student Learning Outcomes #5, 6, 8, and 9. 

 
Exegetical Assignment #1 — Observation Part 1 — Chart of Literary Elements 
This assignment shall be worth 50 points. It will consist of 3 pages. The first two pages will be your two handwritten 
versions of the text (see Part 1.2 below). The third page will be your Literary Elements Chart. 
 
Part 1 — (18 points) 

1. Choose a well-defined text: Your instructor will provide an approved text. 
2. Write out your text by hand: Write out by hand the assigned NRSV text twice. Be prepared to turn in 

your handwritten portion of the assignment. For online courses, scan and create a pdf file. The purpose of 
writing the text by hand is to aid you in noticing elements from the text that you may have overlooked. 

3. Pray: If you feel comfortable doing so, invite God to help you read and understand the passage. 
4. Commit to living with the text: Reflect on the text over multiple days of reading and re-reading.  
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Part 2 — (32 points) 
In the chart below, fill in as many of the literary elements you can find [Note: you might leave some categories 
blank. That is not a concern as not every text will include every literary element. Fill in as many as you can find]: 
 

Character(s) 
List all the characters present in the passage. 

 
 
 

Audience 
Can you tell from the text who the implied audience is? That is, to 
whom does it appear that the authors are addressing their writing? 

 
 
 

Narrator 
Can you tell from the text who the narrator is? 

 
 
 

Speaker 
Is there a speech in the text? If so, who is making the speech? Is there 
dialogue? If so, who is speaking in the dialogue? 

 
 
 

Genre 
What is the genre or literary category? Some sample genres are: 1) 
speech; 2) narrative; 3) hymn; 4)  parable; 5) dialogue; 6) 
pronouncement story.  

 
 
 

Setting 
Where is the passage set? What is the geographic location? What is 
the topography (i.e., on a mountain, in a plain, in a valley, near 
water)? Is it in a city or a village? A farm or out the wilderness? On a 
road? If so, where are they traveling from and to? 

 
 
 

Time 
During what season of the year is the text set? What time of day? Is 
there a holy day involved?  

 
 
 

Key Word(s), Phrase(s), or Theme(s) 
List any key words, phrases, or themes. Key words, phrases, or 
themes are words, phrases, or themes that: 1) are repeated; or 2) are 
significant for meaning.  

 
 
 

Historical Background 
Are there references to historical background that will be necessary 
to understand the text? Are there rulers, tribal leaders, kings, or 
queens mentioned? Are there references to any ethnic groups? Any 
events or wars? 

 
 
 

Socio-cultural Elements 
Is honor or shame a factor? What social conventions can you 
identify? How is gender or kinship structured (i.e., who is exercising 
power and agency and can you tell why)? Who has power? Who 
doesn't have power? Who is "in"? Who is "out"? Is there evidence of 
patronage? 

 
 
 

Synoptic Parallels or Intertextual References 
List any synoptic parallels. List any references or allusions to another 
passage in the Bible. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Exegetical Assignment #2 — Observation Part 2 — Outline 
This assignment shall be worth 50 points. Using the same text assigned to you in Exegetical Assignment #1, create 
an outline of the text.  
 
Steps for Constructing an Outline 
1. Identify each clause of the passage. Assign to each clause a lower-case letter, beginning with "a," and restarting 

for every numbered verse. 
 
2. Look for structuring elements. Most narratives or stories have the following three parts: 
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I. Setting to the Scene (a new scene is introduced. This can be identified by changes in character, setting, 
genre, or time) 

II. Scene Proper (the story itself) 
III. Conclusion to the Scene (the epilogue, where the narrator summarizes the scene or brings it to an end with 

a new change in character, setting, genre, or time) 
 

3. Find the major breaks in the passage (look for any changes in character, setting, genre, or time). These generally 
signal a new literary unit. 
Example: If there is a change in "time," ("many days later," "the next day," etc.), that often signals a new literary 
unit. If there is a change in "setting," (such as a change in the city or geographic region where the narrative is 
set), that indicates a new literary unit. 
 

4. Compose a Title, or heading, for your literary units.  
Note: In the technical terminology of Biblical Studies, we call an isolated, or demarcated, unit of text a pericope (pronounced 
pĕr-Í-cup-e). We will use that term going forward instead of "passage." Note also that a pericope can be further subdivided 
into smaller pericopae (plural of pericope). In each case, in order to be defined as a pericope, it has to be an isolated textual 
unit that has a clear beginning and ending; hence, it must be "demarcated" from other pericopae.  These titles will greatly aid 
you in finding the passage's focus and in identifying the pericope. 

 
Composing a title is a hard part for a lot of people.  Let's see if this exercise helps: 
 

Look at the following four items.  If you had to group two of them together, which would you group 
together . . . and why? 
 

                                             
 
Now, probably the wisest choice would be to group the apple and the peach together in one group and the 
pen and pencil together in another.  WHAT THOUGHT PROCESSES WENT THROUGH YOUR 
MIND TO MAKE THAT DECISION?  You unconsciously went through some very quick logical 
calculations, didn't you?  Both the apple and the peach are part of a larger category to which we can 
assign the title, FRUIT. Both the pen and pencil are part of a larger category to which we can assign the 
title, WRITING IMPLEMENTS. 
 
So if you were to make an Outline of this choice, you would do it this way: 
 
A.  Fruits 
     1.  apple   
     2.  peach 
B.  Writing Implements  
 1. pen 
 2. pencil  
 
 
Think this same way when doing an Outline of your pericope.  What are the larger categories to which 
you can assign the various phrases? 
 
CREATING AN OUTLINE IS AN ART, NOT A SCIENCE—THERE IS MORE THAN ONE WAY 
TO OUTLINE A PERICOPE. 
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After all, can any of you think of a rationale for structuring the above four pictures differently?   
 
How about if, instead of categorizing the items by species, we categorized them by COLOR?  Then our 
Structure Analysis might look something like this: 
 
A.  Red Things 
     1.  apple   
     2.  red pen 
B.  Orange Things  
 1. peach 
 2. pencil 
 
NOTICE THAT I HAD TO COMPOSE A TITLE FOR THE CATEGORY IN WHICH I GROUPED 
THE ITEMS.  YOU WILL HAVE TO COMPOSE TITLES FOR YOUR CATEGORIES TOO. 

 
TIP FOR IDENTIFYING THE MAJOR SECTIONS — 

 For speeches, you will always have two elements: 
  A. an "introductory formula" 
  B. a "speech proper" 

 
Many students feel a little nervous about composing titles for all their major sections.  Well there are some easy ways to 
go about it.  First, when you outline a quoted speech, for instance, look for the "introductory formula;" i.e. the little 
phrase that tells you that a quote from a person in the story is going to follow.  Find how many of these your particular 
text has.   Then find the actual quote or the actual words spoken by a character in the story.  This is called a "speech 
proper"; i.e. the speech itself.  Find these units and keep them together in your outline. 
 

IMPORTANT TIP — DO NOT just follow chapter and verse division to identify your own divisions.  Let 
the content of the material guide you instead. 

 
To find out where the major divisions occur, let the text guide you and not chapter and verse divisions. Chapter and 
verse divisions came centuries later than the text itself. Now, in many cases, you will make the same divisions made 
by the Bible translators, but sometimes, you will disagree with their divisions, and we want you to learn to think for 
yourselves and not lean on them to make those divisions. 
 

MORE IMPORTANT TIPS —  
TIP #1:  You must structure the outline as follows:   
I.  
II. etc.;   

A.  
B.  etc;   

1.  
2. etc.;   

a.  
b. etc.;   

1) 2) etc.;   
a) b) etc.;  

(1)(2) etc.;   
(a)(b) etc.   

i  ii  etc.;   
aa.  bb. etc. (don't worry; you very likely will NOT get to this 
level of detail!) 

Include the chapter and verse at the end of each line (you may break each verse down to sections a, b, c, d, e, 
etc., based on separation by commas or other punctuation. See example below). 
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TIP #2: Never have more than 5 entries of a single category.  Otherwise, it's just a list. 

 
If you have a string of listings that exceed 5 in number then you need to group some of them together and sub-divide.  
In other words if you have A,B,C,D,E,F,G, or a,b,c,d,e,f,  or 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, etc., then you need to find how some of these 
points can be grouped together, see which parts have something in common, etc.  When you sub-divide you want to do 
it by finding what natural affiliation the various parts have.  You have to stay in order, but look for the parts that belong 
together in opposition to what does not. 
 
5. Organize by looking for parallel phrases or parallel patterns between the major divisions. You may also find key 
words or key phrases, which are repeated or significant words or phrases.    
 
Example — Luke 15:1-32 
 

I. Setting to the Scene 1a-2b 
   A. Tax Collectors and Sinners  1 
   B. Response by Pharisees and scribes  2 
 1. Introductory formula: Pharisees and scribes grumble 2a 
 2. Response proper  2b 
II. Scene Proper—Three Parables 3-32b 
   A. Introductory formula: So he told them this parable  3 
   B. Three Parables  4a-32b 
 1. First parable: The lost sheep 4a-7c 
  a. Parable proper 4a-6c 
  b. Application of parable 7 
 2. Second parable: Woman and the Lost Coin 8a-10b 
  a. Parable proper 8a-9c 
  b. Application of parable 10 
 3. Third parable: Father and his two sons 11a-32b 
  a. Introductory formula 11a 
  b. Parable proper 11b-32b 

 
Exegetical Assignment #3 — Observation Part 3 — Question and Answer Prompts 
This assignment is worth 50 points. Now that you have identified the literary elements and outlined your pericope, 
from the list below, note any and all questions you think are pertinent and begin to formulate some preliminary 
answers to those questions. You may also add additional questions of your own. List each question you choose and 
your proposed answers on a separate, single page, single-spaced, and submit them to your Instructor. Note whatever 
seems puzzling to you as well as what seems relevant.   
 
Choose just a select few of the following elements about which to generate preliminary answers [focus on the 
elements that are most promising for generating meaning]: 

1. Context— 
—How does this pericope relate to the material before it? 
—How does this pericope relate to the material after it? 
—Is the context significant for meaning? 
(As a general rule, read at least 3 chapters before and after your assigned pericope) 
 

2. Characters— 
—who are they? 
—do they have a function to help get at meaning?  If so, what is it? 
—what category would you place them in? 
—do they develop or stay static?  Why? 
—are they significant for meaning? How? Explain. 
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3. Audience and narrator— 
—Is the audience or narrator significant for meaning? 

 
4. Genre— 

—is the genre significant for meaning?  
—If so, how? Explain. 
 

5. Setting— 
—where (in what geographic location) is the narrative or event set?   
—Is the narrative a travel narrative? If so, where are they travelling FROM? Where are they travelling 

TO? 
— Is the setting significant for meaning?  If so, why? 

 
6. Time— 

—is time a significant factor? Time of day? Season? Year?  
—is there any reference to past events (retrospect)? 
—is there any foreshadowing of future events (anticipation)? 
 

7. Key (and/or repeated) phrases/words— 
—in a concordance or lexicon, look up the key words you found  
—what is the word's meaning in its context in the pericope? 
—what is the word's meaning in the ancient socio-linguistic system? 
—is the word used literally or figuratively?  Are you sure? 
 
HINT: a repeated word or phrase almost always means that the meaning in one context within the pericope is the 
same as the meaning in the other context within the pericope. 

   
8. Key Themes— 

—can you find a reason for the presence of any key themes you found? 
—How are they significant for the meaning of the pericope? 
  

9. Historical Background— 
—in a Bible Dictionary or Encyclopedia, look up any historical elements that you noted.   
—are those elements significant for meaning? 
 

10. Socio-cultural Elements— 
—are there any social institutions (e.g., kinship, patron/client, honor/shame system) that are being 

praised?... any that are being criticized?  Why?  What might be causing the praise or criticism? 
—who is in the "in" group and who is in the "out" group?  Why? What makes them "in" or "out"? 
—how is kinship, ethnicity, and/or gender being constructed? Who has power? Who doesn't? 
—how might any of this be significant for meaning? Explain. 
 

11. Intertextuality and/or Synoptic Parallel(s)— 
—Is there a synoptic parallel? If so, is it significant for meaning? 
—does the text quote or allude to another reference within the Hebrew Bible?  LXX?   
—if it does, compare and contrast the quote in your pericope and elsewhere in the Bible 

—read both in their contexts 
—do you see any change in meaning from what it meant in its context elsewhere in the Bible to 

what it means in your pericope?  Comment, if you do. 
 

12. Structure— 
—did you identify a recognizable structure? 
—if so, that means that the parallel elements are meant to inform each other's meaning. 
—List any parallel elements you found in your outline.   
—Does one of the parallels helps shed meaning on the other and vice versa? 

 



Page 11 of 27 

The goal here is to bombard the text with any and all questions you can think of. Everything depends on how 
intently you read. In short, the better your questions, the better your research, and by extension, the better will be 
your final exegetical paper. 
 

NOTE: It is imperative that you do not use commentaries at this point. They will only serve to short-circuit your exegesis and rob you 
of the joy of discovery. If you let them do the thinking for you, you have not actually performed exegesis. Instead, you have provided a 
catalog of what others have said. 

 
Formatting Requirements for Question and Answer Prompts  
Page length —1-2 pages maximum 
Font: Times New Roman size 12  
Include heading with Name, Date, Class Name 
Single spaced 
Margins = one inch 
Submit questions in list form using either numbers or bullets 
 
 
Exegetical Assignment #4 — Exegetical Paper: Research and Application 
Write an 2500-3200 word Exegetical Paper on the pericope assigned by your Instructor. Using the insights from the 
literary elements and structure you observed in Assignments #1 and #2, along with the question and answer prompts 
from Assignment #3, write a research and application paper on the same text. This assignment is worth 100 points 
and has two parts as follows: 
 
 
 
Part 1: Research (2200-2900 words; 80 points) — 
Using your notes from the previous assignments, write your research observations following a verse-by-verse 
format. The research notes you have put together in your question and answer prompts (provided they are thorough) 
can now be refashioned to form the text of your paper. Your focus here must be historical — what might the text 
have meant to its ancient hearers given the ancient historical context. Save any theological reflection (that is, about 
what you have learned from God) for the Application portion of the paper. The assignment here is to keep your 
historical distance, and you will be graded on how successfully you are able to do so in this section. 
 
Present your Research Findings from Exegetical Assignments #1-3. Present these findings in a fluid and 
conversational way. Do not tell your reader which questions you asked of the text, this information will be obvious 
as you simply interact with the passage one verse at a time. Footnote all citations (such as from Bible Encyclopedias,  
Bible Dictionaries, or Bible Background Commentaries) in appropriate style. You are required to use Chicago 
Manual of Style. To find style requirements, please consult 
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch10_o.html. Click on "Chicago documentation style" in the green 
box. Scroll down to the drop-down menu for how to cite encyclopedia or dictionary entries. 
 

NOTE on Inclusive Language: As a department we are committed to modeling and encouraging inclusive language in 
teaching and writing. Students are required to use gender inclusive language in their papers. For help on this topic, please 
visit: 
 www.whwomenclergy.org/booklets/inclusive_language.php 

 
Your paper must have a thesis statement. To craft a thesis statement, think about the text as a whole. What is this 
text trying to teach people in its original audience? What did the text mean for the ancient world? What is the text 
trying to communicate to them? How does the passage accomplish these goals? Your answer/s to these questions 
will form your thesis for the paper. This should be a one-sentence statement that carefully, precisely, and succinctly 
makes a statement or claim about the meaning (not just the content!) of the passage. Be careful not to make a 
procedural statement (e.g. "The following paper will exegete the Ten Commandments."). Such a statement is 
implicit and need not be stated. A thesis statement, by definition, is a claim or assertion that can be contested. 
Italicize this statement and place it at or near the end of your introduction.  
 

A thesis statement, by definition, is a claim or assertion that can be contested. 
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Create a title: Good papers tend to achieve clarity and precision by being singularly focused on communicating a 
crisp thesis. This begins with the very first words of text, your title. It should correspond to your thesis statement in 
some way. Craft a line or phrase that hints at the meaning of the passage but does not make a claim in itself.  
 
Use a minimum of three secondary sources: These three sources can be critical biblical commentaries and/or peer 
reviewed journal articles. All sources must be published on or later than 1985, including the first edition. These 
sources are over and above any Bible Encyclopedias, Bible Dictionaries, and/or Bible Background Commentaries 
that you already may have consulted. Biblical commentaries are considered "critical" if their author/s engage 
original languages in their analysis of the given book. This is simply a way of identifying the most helpful kind of 
commentaries that are available and appropriate for the classroom setting. Please see the course bibliography for a 
list of approved and available commentaries in the Stamps reference room. Peer reviewed journal articles are much 
more concise than commentaries and so offer more specificity on the given topic or text. The instructor will 
demonstrate how to locate journal articles in the library and through the library databases. You may also request 
help from our Theological Librarian in the Stamps Theological Library, Michelle Spomer. 
 
Please do not use any sources from the internet except those accessed through the APU Library Database. 
 

NOTE: Treat commentaries and journals like condiments, not like the main course. These resources are meant to supplement 
what YOU think the passage means. Cite commentaries and journals by either quoting or paraphrasing their content and 
crediting authors in the footnotes. Be sure to maintain your voice in the paper. Avoid overloading the paper with needless 
quotes. Use your quotes to back up your claims. DO NOT HAVE YOUR QUOTES MAKE YOUR CLAIMS FOR YOU! 

 
Part 2: Application and Wesleyan Quadrilateral (1 page; 20 points) — 
Application (10 points): Write a 160-word essay about how this text applies to you and your community today. In 
making the leap from what the text meant to what the text means, students are to ask the following questions:1 

 
§ Universal level analysis: How does what I have learned from the passage affect the way I think about 

God, the world/society, the church in general? 
 

§ Personal level analysis: How does what I have learned from the passage affect the way I live? How 
does this message/s challenge or encourage me personally? 

 
Feel free to write with the first person pronoun. As you do, push yourself to go beyond "I have learned a lot." Think 
about how the text informs your life and unique experiences. The Application portion should not be an afterthought 
in your exegetical analysis, but the culmination of it! This is where you work out how the message of the text gets 
traction in your life!  
 
The only caveat is that you remain focused on what you have learned from the text itself. Be sure that your 
Application comments are derived directly and reasonably from the meaning of the passage.  
 
While exegesis is primarily about determining what the text meant in its original context and to its original audience, 
we must not leave the matter there. It is also important to extend the text's meaning into the contemporary world. 
After all, the Bible is revelation for us as it was for them. In transitioning from the "then" to the "now," be careful 
that you do not throw off the work of Observation and Research. Responsible Application must be an outgrowth of 
proper Observation and Research.  
 
Wesleyan Quadrilateral (10 points): At the end of your paper, include a 160-word reflection on how the WQ is 
helpful for your interpretation. This section will have two parts: 1) describe the four elements of the WQ; and 2) 
explain which of those elements you were drawing from and informed by in crafting your research and application 
of the pericope. 
 
Style, Form, and Grammar: Please follow the following style, format, and grammar expectations: 
1. Page length: 2500-3200 words [followed by a one-page Works Cited or Bibliography page] 
2. Heading to include Name, Date, Class Name [single spaced] 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 Questions are based on Donald Hagner's discussion in, New Testament Exegesis and Research: A Guide for Seminarians (Pasadena: 

Fuller Seminary Press, 1992), 23. 
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3. Font: Times New Roman 12 (Times New Roman 10 for footnotes) 
4. Margins = one inch 
5. Double spaced [except Heading, which is single spaced] 
6. Page Numbers included 
7. Stapled in top left corner if submitted manually 
8. Grammar conforms to Chicago Manual of Style. See 

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch10_o.html. 
9. Footnotes conform to Chicago Manual of Style 
10. Bibliography or Works Cited page conforms to Chicago Manual of Style 
11. Use gender inclusive language ("humanity" instead of "man"; "people . . . they" instead of "a person . . . he") 
12. Include a Title 
13. Thesis statement is in italics 
14. Cite the Bible as follows: 

—first time only: Sample — "You must remain completely loyal to the LORD your God" (Deut 18:3, NRSV).  
NOTE:Include the version [e.g., "NRSV"] for exact quotes only, close quote, then in parentheses, cite book, 
chapter, and verse followed by abbreviation of version, close parentheses, THEN period. You only need to 
give your version one time unless you are citing multiple versions. 

—thereafter: Sample— "When you draw near to a town to fight against it, offer it terms of peace" (Deut 20:10). 
—Do not footnote your Bible verse. 

 
Final Comments = Have fun. Exegesis is intended to be an occasion for joy and excitement. 
Remember that God has something to teach you from the passage. That lesson may change you 
forever!  

 
 
12. STYLE STANDARD 
Style Manual: Use Turabian or Chicago Manual of Style. Examples can be found in 
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch10_s1-0001.html  
 
 
13. EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 
Grading Rubrics: 
Rubric for Journal Assignment 
STUDENT NAME:   
PERFORMANCE 
LEVEL BEGINNING DEVELOPING ACCOMPLISHED EXEMPLARY SCORE 
Journal Assignment 
(10 points total) 

0-6 POINTS 
Incomplete; poorly 
composed; numerous 
errors; hasty, shallow 
or no reflections. 
 

7 POINTS 
Some errors; well 
written; average 
coverage; average in 
style; average 
reflections. 
 

8-9 POINTS 
Some errors; well 
written; full coverage; 
above average style; 
good reflections and 
questions. 

10 POINTS 
Error free; 
comprehensive 
coverage; cogent 
style; insightful 
reflections; 
perceptive questions. 

/10 points 

 
Rubric for Surveys 
STUDENT NAME:   
PERFORMANCE 
LEVEL BEGINNING DEVELOPING ACCOMPLISHED EXEMPLARY SCORE 
Style, Form, and 
Grammar (Page 
length: 2-4 pages, 
handwritten) 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to follow style, 
form, and grammar 
expectations or does so 
in 69% or less of the 
assignment. 

3 POINTS 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level 
expectations in 70-
79% of the 
assignment. 

4 POINTS 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level 
expectations in 80-
89% of the 
assignment. 

5 POINTS 
Submits a paper that, 
in 90-100% of the 
paper: 
1) is handwritten; 
2) is 2-4 pages; 
2) is proofread and 
employs correct 
grammar, spelling, 
and style. 

/5 points 
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Survey of Book 0-10 POINTS 
Fails to appropriately 
identify an adequate 
number of pericopae 
or does so with 9 or 
more exceptions. 

11 POINTS 
Appropriately 
identifies major 
pericopae with over 8 
exceptions.  

12-13 POINTS 
Appropriately 
identifies major 
pericopae with just 5-8 
exceptions. 

14-15 POINTS 
Appropriately 
identifies major 
pericopae with just 1-
4 exceptions. 

/15 points 

Identification of 
Major Themes 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to appropriately 
identify an adequate 
number of themes or 
does so with 9 or more 
exceptions. 

3 POINTS 
Appropriately 
identifies major 
themes with over 8 
exceptions. 

4 POINTS 
Appropriately 
identifies major 
themes with 5-8 
exceptions. 

5 POINTS 
Appropriately 
identifies major 
themes with just 1-4 
exceptions. 

/5 points 

Identification of 
Major Literary 
Types (Genres) 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to appropriately 
identify an adequate 
number of literary 
genres or does so with 
9 or more exceptions. 

3 POINTS 
Appropriately 
identifies literary 
genres with over 8 
exceptions. 

4 POINTS 
Appropriately 
identifies literary 
genres with 5-8 
exceptions. 

5 POINTS 
Appropriately 
identifies literary 
genres with just 1-4 
exceptions. 

/5 points 

TOTALS     
/25 

POINTS 
 
Rubric for Book Reviews 

STUDENT NAME:   
PERFORMANCE 
LEVEL BEGINNING DEVELOPING ACCOMPLISHED EXEMPLARY SCORE 
Book Review 
(50 points total) 

0-17 POINTS 
Incomplete; poorly 
composed; numerous 
errors; hasty, shallow 
or no reflections. Poor 
comprehension and/or 
analysis. 
 

18-20 POINTS 
Some errors; well 
written; average 
coverage; average in 
style; average 
reflections. 
 

20-22 POINTS 
Some errors; well 
written; full coverage; 
above average style; 
good reflections and 
questions. Good 
comprehension and 
analysis. 

23-25 POINTS 
Error free; 
comprehensive 
coverage; cogent 
style; insightful 
reflections; 
perceptive questions. 

/25 points 

 
Rubric for Exegetical Assignment #1 
STUDENT NAME:   
PERFORMANCE 
LEVEL BEGINNING DEVELOPING ACCOMPLISHED EXEMPLARY SCORE 
Handwritten Version 0-13 POINTS 

Submits assignment as 
required with four or 
more major 
exceptions. 

14-15 POINTS 
Submits assignment as 
required with three 
major exceptions. 

16 POINTS 
Submits assignment as 
required with two 
major exceptions. 

17-18 POINTS 
Submits two versions 
of handwritten text. 
All elements 
included. 

/18 points 

Identification of 
Characters 

0-1 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately characters. 

2 POINTS 
Identifies characters 
while overlooking 2 
significant elements. 

3 POINTS 
Identifies characters 
while overlooking 1 
significant element. 

4 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
all characters. /4 points 

Identification of 
Audience, Narrator, 
and/or Speaker(s) 

0-1 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately audience, 
narrator, or speaker(s). 

2 POINTS 
Identifies audience, 
narrator, or speaker(s) 
while overlooking 2 
significant elements. 

3 POINTS 
Identifies audience, 
narrator, or speaker(s) 
while overlooking 1 
significant element. 

4 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
audience, narrator, 
and speaker(s). 

/4 points 

Identification of 
Genre 

0-1 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately genres. 

2 POINTS 
Identifies genres while 
overlooking 2 
significant elements. 

3 POINTS 
Identifies genres while 
overlooking 1 
significant element. 

4 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
all genres. /4 points 

Identification of 
Setting (Time and 
Place) 

0-1 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately setting, 
time, and/or place. 

2 POINTS 
Identifies setting while 
overlooking 2 
significant elements. 

3 POINTS 
Identifies setting while 
overlooking 1 
significant element. 

4 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
setting including all 
significant elements. 

/4 points 

Identification of Key 
Words, Phrases, 
and/or Themes 

0-1 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately key 
words/phrases/ themes 
. 

2 POINTS 
Identifies key 
words/phrases/ themes 
while overlooking 5-6 
significant ones. 

3 POINTS 
Identifies key 
words/phrases/ themes 
while overlooking 3-4 
significant ones. 

4 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
all key words/ 
phrases/themes with 
1-2 exceptions. 

/4 points 
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Identification of 
Historical 
Background/Material 
Culture 

0-1 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately elements 
that refer to historical 
background and/or 
material cultures. 

2 POINTS 
Identifies elements that 
refer to historical 
background and/or 
material culture while 
overlooking 2 
significant elements. 

3 POINTS 
Identifies elements that 
refer to historical 
background and/or 
material culture while 
overlooking 1 
significant element. 

4 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
all elements that refer 
to historical 
background and/or 
material culture. 

/4 points 

Identification of 
Socio- Cultural 
Elements 

0-1 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately socio-
cultural elements. 

2 POINTS 
Identifies socio-
cultural elements while 
overlooking 2 
significant elements. 

3 POINTS 
Identifies socio-
cultural elements while 
overlooking 1 
significant element. 

4 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
all socio-cultural 
elements. 

/4 points 

Identification of 
Synoptic Parallels 
and/or Intertextual 
References or 
Allusions 

0-1 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately synoptic 
parallels or intertextual 
references or allusions; 
includes non-synoptic 
parallels.  

2 POINTS 
Identifies synoptic 
parallels and 
intertextual references 
or allusions and only 
includes parallels that 
are specifically from 
the synoptic gospels 
with 3-4 exceptions. 

3 POINTS 
Identifies synoptic 
parallels and 
intertextual references 
or allusions and only 
includes parallels that 
are specifically from 
the synoptic gospels 
with 1-2 exceptions. 

4 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
all synoptic parallels 
and intertextual 
references or 
allusions and only 
includes parallels that 
are specifically from 
the synoptic gospels. 

/4 points 

TOTALS     
/50 

POINTS 
 
Rubric for Exegetical Assignment #2 
STUDENT NAME:   
PERFORMANCE 
LEVEL BEGINNING DEVELOPING ACCOMPLISHED EXEMPLARY SCORE 
Outline: Structuring 
Units and Major 
Breaks Identified  

0-6 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately structuring 
units and major breaks 
or does so with 6 or 
more major 
exceptions. 

7 POINTS 
Identifies structuring 
units and major breaks 
with 4-5 major 
exceptions. 

8 POINTS 
Identifies structuring 
units and major breaks 
with 2-3 major 
exceptions. 

9-10 POINTS 
Appropriately 
identifies structuring 
units and major 
breaks based on 
changes in character, 
setting, genre, or 
time. 

/10 points 

Outline: Unit Levels 
used twice. 
Example: 
I. 
II.  
    A. 
    B. 
 1. 
 2. 

0-6 POINTS 
Every unit that is listed 
contains at least one 
other unit at the same 
level with 9 or more 
exceptions. 

7 POINTS 
Every unit that is listed 
contains at least one 
other unit at the same 
level with 6-8 
exceptions. 

8 POINTS 
Every unit that is listed 
contains at least one 
other unit at the same 
level with 2-5 
exceptions. 

9-10 POINTS 
Every unit that is 
listed contains at 
least one other unit at 
the same level with 
no more than 1 
exception; e.g, if 
there is a I., there is a 
II; if there is an A, 
there is a B. 

/10 points 

Outline: Structure 
of Units 

0-13 POINTS 
Units are poorly 
structured, and parallel 
elements are rarely 
paired appropriately or 
identified 

14-15 POINTS 
Units are well 
structured, and parallel 
elements are 
appropriately paired 
and identified, with 
over 8 exceptions. 

16-17 POINTS 
Units are well 
structured, and parallel 
elements are 
appropriately paired 
and identified, with 
just 5-8 exceptions. 

18-20 POINTS 
Units are well 
structured, and 
parallel elements are 
appropriately paired 
and identified, with 
just 1-4 exceptions. 

/20 points 

Outline: Chapter 
and Verse Numbers 
included 

0-6 POINTS 
Fails to include 
breakdown of verse 
divisions by phrase on 
most lines. Some 
phrase breakdowns are 
not consistent with the 
syntax of the verse. 

7 POINTS 
Includes breakdown of 
verse divisions by 
phrase on each line 
with over 8 exceptions 
and/or some phrase 
breakdowns are not 
consistent with the 
syntax of the verse. 

8 POINTS 
Includes good 
breakdown of verse 
divisions by phrase on 
each line with just 6-8 
exceptions. 

9-10 POINTS 
Includes accurate 
breakdown of chapter 
and verse numbers 
with just 1-2 
exceptions. 

/10 points 

TOTALS     
/50 

POINTS 

 
 
 



Page 16 of 27 

Rubric for Exegetical Assignment #3 
STUDENT NAME:   
PERFORMANCE 
LEVEL BEGINNING DEVELOPING ACCOMPLISHED EXEMPLARY SCORE 
Identification of 
Context 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately context 
and/or its significance 

3 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of context with 2 
exceptions 

4 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of context with 1 
exception 

5 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
the context of the 
pericope and its 
significance for 
meaning, if present 

/5 points 

Identification of 
Characters 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately 
significance of 
characters 

3 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of characters with 2 
exceptions 

4 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of characters with 1 
exception 

5 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
significance of all 
characters for 
meaning, if present 

/5 points 

Identification of 
Audience, Narrator, 
and/or Speaker(s) 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately 
significance of 
audience, narrator, or 
speaker(s)  

3 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
audience, narrator, and 
speaker(s)with 2 
exceptions 

4 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
audience, narrator, and 
speaker(s)with 1 
exception 

5 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
significance of 
audience, narrator, 
and speaker(s), if 
present 

/5 points 

Identification of 
Genre 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately 
significance of genres  

3 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of genre with 2 
exceptions 

4 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of genre with 1 
exception 

5 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
significance of all 
genres for meaning, 
if present 

/5 points 

Identification of 
Setting (Time and 
Place) 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately 
significance of setting 
and/or time 

3 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of setting and time 
with 2 exceptions 

4 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of setting and time 
with 1 exception 

5 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
significance of 
setting and time for 
meaning, if present  

/5 points 

Identification of Key 
Words, Phrases, 
and/or Themes 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately 
significance of key 
words/phrases/ themes  

3 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of key words, phrases, 
or themes with 4-6 
exceptions 

4 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of key words, phrases, 
or themes with 3 
exceptions 

5 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
significance for 
meaning, if present, 
of all key words/ 
phrases/ themes with 
1-2 exceptions 

/5 points 

Identification of 
Historical 
Background/Material 
Culture 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately 
significance of 
elements that refer to 
historical background 
and/or material 
cultures 

3 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of elements that refer 
to historical 
background and/or 
material culture with 2 
exceptions 

4 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of elements that refer 
to historical 
background and/or 
material culture with 1 
exception 

5 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
significance of all 
elements that refer to 
historical background 
and/or material 
culture, if present 

/5 points 

Identification of 
Socio- Cultural 
Elements 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately any 
significant socio-
cultural elements 

3 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of socio-cultural 
elements with 2 
exceptions 

4 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of socio-cultural 
elements with 1 
exception 

5 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
significance of all 
socio-cultural 
elements, if present 

/5 points 

Identification of 
Structural Elements 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately any 
significant structural 
elements 

3 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of structural elements 
with 2 exceptions 

4 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of structural elements 
with 1 exception 

5 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
significance of all 
structural elements 

/5 points 

Identification of 
Synoptic Parallel(s) 
and/or Intertextual 
Allusions 

0-2 POINTS 
Fails to identify 
adequately any 
significant intertextual 
elements 

3 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of intertextual 
elements with 2 
exceptions 

4 POINTS 
Identifies significance 
of intertextual 
elements with 1 
exception 

5 POINTS 
Correctly identifies 
significance of any 
and all intertextual 
allusions or synoptic 
parallels, if present 

/5 points 

TOTALS     
/50 

POINTS 
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Rubric for Exegetical Assignment #4 
STUDENT NAME:  

ASSESSMENT RUBRIC: Exegetical Paper (100 points possible) 

Performance Levels   
Beginning  

 
Developing  

 
Accomplished  

 
Exemplary  

 
Score 

DIMENSION 1: 
Style, Form, Grammar, and 
Length (2500-3200 words)  
(15 points total) 

0-10 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level expectations in 
0-69% of the paper. 

11 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level expectations in 
70-79% of the paper. 

12-13 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level expectations in 
80-89% of the paper. 

14-15 points 
Submits a paper that, in 90-100% of the paper: 
1) correctly follows Chicago Manual of Style format 
for in-text citations as needed  
2) is proofread and employs correct grammar, spelling, 
style, and length per syllabus requirements. 

/15 

DIMENSION  2: 
Thesis and Method:  
(20 points total) 

0-13 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level expectations in 
0-69% of the paper. 

14-15 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level expectations in 
70-79% of the paper. 

16-17 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level expectations in 
80-89% of the paper. 

18-20 points 
Submits a paper in which: 
1) the thesis is crafted as a statement and can be 
contested; 
2) the aim is toward a critical audience, it keeps 
historical distance, saves theological reflection for the 
Application section, and shows good comprehension 
of text and sources; a paper in which arguments 
support thesis, conclusions follow from claims, and 
claims are backed up with evidence. 

/20 

DIMENSION 4: 
Research  
(40 points total) 

0-29 points 
Submits a paper that does not 
include appropriate analysis, per 
course requirements, of the 
literary elements listed to the 
right, or that does so with five or 
more major exceptions. 

30-31 points 
Submits a paper that includes 
appropriate analysis, per course 
requirements, of the literary 
elements listed to the right, with 
three or four major exceptions. 

32-35 points 
Submits a paper that includes 
appropriate analysis, per course 
requirements, of the literary 
elements listed to the right, with 
one or two major exceptions. 

36-40 points 
Submits a paper that includes appropriate analysis, per 
course requirements, of an appropriate number of the 
following literary elements: 
1) audience/narrator 
2) context 
3) genre 
4) structure 
5) key phrases/words 
6) key themes 
7) setting/time 
8) characters 
9) historical-critical elements 
10) socio-cultural elements 

/40 

6 
 

0-6 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level with four or 
more major exceptions, shows 
little skill in illustrating and 
employing the materials in 
contemporary settings, applies 
them poorly and with limited 
comprehension. 

7 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level with three 
major exceptions, shows 
inadequate skill in illustrating and 
employing the materials in 
contemporary settings, applies 
them unevenly and with limited 
comprehension. 

8 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level with 
one or two major 
exceptions. 
 

9-10 points 
Submits a paper that, per syllabus requirements, 
performs both universal and personal level analysis 
that shows strong comprehension, thoughtful ability to 
extract and apply principles, and the ability to engage 
in critical self-reflection about faith, discipleship, 
and/or personal values. 

/10 

 

DIMENSION 6: Wesleyan 
Quadrilateral  (10 points total) 

0-6 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level with 
four or more major 
exceptions, shows little 
or no understanding of 
the WQ and applies it 
poorly and with little 
comprehension. 

7 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level with 
three major exceptions, 
shows inadequate 
understanding of the WQ 
and applies it unevenly 
and with limited 
comprehension. 

8 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level with 
one or two major 
exceptions. 
 

9-10 points 
Submits a paper that, per syllabus requirements, 
articulates a: 1) high level of understanding of the key 
elements of the WQ; and 2) highly perceptive and 
reflective application of this understanding to how the 
student has interpreted the biblical text. 

/10 

 

DIMENSION 7:  
Sources Used  
(5 points total) 

0-2 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level 
expectations in 0-69% of 
the sources. 

3 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level 
expectations in 70-79% 
of the sources. 

4 points 
Follows the exemplary 
performance level 
expectations in 80-89% 
of the sources. 

5 points 
Submits a paper that, per syllabus requirements, uses:  
1) the required minimum number of sources; 
2) sources that meet syllabus criteria for content 
quality; 
3) sources that are published later than 1985, including 
the first edition. 

/5 

 

SCORE    Total   /100 

GRADE: 

 
 
  



Page 18 of 27 

Rubric for Final Course Grade 
 FINAL 
COURSE 
GRADE F D C B A 
 Tests and assignments show 

absence of knowledge, incapable 
of carrying on a conversation 
about the subject, misunderstands 
most concepts, confuses all 
categories. 

Tests and assignments show 
serious gaps in knowledge, 
confusion of concepts and 
categories, inability to recall 
basic information. 

Tests and assignments show 
basic knowledge needed to 
function and carry on 
learning regarding major 
principles, central terms, 
major figures, also possesses 
an awareness of field or 
discipline. 

Tests and assignments show 
more than adequate knowledge 
regarding technical terms, 
distinctions, and possession of 
an ability to use information.  

Tests and assignments show 
superior knowledge regarding 
details, assumptions, 
implications, history; superior 
thinking with information 
relevant to application, 
critique, and relationship to 
other information.  

 
 

 
 
Criteria Used to Calculate Semester Grade: 
Journal Summaries (10) =   100 points    10% 
Surveys (2) =     50 points      5% 
Midterm Quiz #1 =   100 points    10% 
Midterm Quiz #2 =   100 points    10% 
Book Reviews (2) =   50 points      5% 
Exegetical Assignment #1 =     50 points      5% 
Exegetical Assignment #2 =     50 points      5% 
Exegetical Assignment #3 =     50 points      5% 
Exegetical Assignment #4 =   100 points     10% 
Final Exam =   200 points     20% 
Attendance & Participation =     50 points       5% 
Instructor-Chosen Assgnmt. =   100 points     10% 
 =           
TOTAL POINTS = 1,000 points   100% 
 
Subtotal Points Possible =1000 points 100% 
 
Grading Scale: 
100%-93%  = A 
92%-90% = A- 
89%-87% = B- 
86%-83% = B 
80%-82% = B- 
79%-77% = C+ 
76%-73% = C 
70%-72% = C- 
69%67% = D+ 
66%-63% = D 
60%-62% = D-  
59%-0% = F 
 
14. INFORMATION LITERACY 
Information literacy is defined as "a set of abilities requiring individuals to recognize when information is 
needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information" (American 
Library Association, 1989). In this course, teaching and learning processes will employ the following 
information literacy standards, as endorsed by the American Association for Higher Education (1999), the 
Association of College and Research Libraries (2000), and the Council of Independent Colleges (2004). 
The students in this course will:  



Page 19 of 27 

• determine the nature and extent of the information needed. 
• access needed information effectively and efficiently. 
• evaluate information and its sources critically and incorporates selected information into his or her 

knowledge base and value system. 
• individually or as a member of a group, use information effectively to accomplish a specific 

purpose. 
• understand many of the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information and 

accesses and uses information ethically and legally 
This course requires students to complete course assignments using resources available from the 
University Libraries.  Research assistance and subject guides for this course are available at 
http://apu.libguides.com/ 
 
15. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Statement #1: The mission of Azusa Pacific University includes cultivating in each student not only the 
academic skills that are required for a university degree, but also the characteristics of academic integrity 
that are integral to a sound Christian education. It is therefore part of the mission of the university to 
nurture in each student a sense of moral responsibility consistent with the biblical teachings of honesty 
and accountability. Furthermore, a breach of academic integrity is viewed not merely as a private matter 
between the student and an instructor but rather as an act which is fundamentally inconsistent with the 
purpose and mission of the entire university. A complete copy of the Academic Integrity Policy is 
available in the Office of Student Life, the Office of the Vice-Provost for Undergraduate Programs, and 
online.  
 
Statement #2: Students found guilty of plagiarism will be reported to the Provost, and a memorandum of 
the plagiarism event will be placed in the student's permanent file in the Provost's office.  
 
Sanctions: Integrity expectations are consistent with those outlined in the APU Academic Integrity 
Policy. For papers determined to be the result of plagiarism, students will receive an "F" grade (0%). 
Additional infractions in this class or in others will result in an "F" (0%) grade for the entire class and 
may result in suspension or dismissal from the university.  
 
16. COURSE POLICIES 
Attendance  
University Attendance Policy: "Class attendance is of paramount importance, and excessive absences will 
affect the final grade. The individual instructor defines for the student the grading and attendance policies 
for each class in the course instruction plan" (see University Undergraduate Catalog).  
 
Tardies Instructor to determine 
Unexcused Absences Instructor to determine 
Excused Absences No grade reduction.  Need note from Doctor or Professor (for official 

APU scheduled event).  For Final Exam, notes will not be accepted 
except in the case of grave, life-threatening emergency. NO TRAVEL 
EXCEPTIONS WILL BE ALLOWED.  

 
Class Participation 
Class participation means simply participating verbally in question/answer and discussion during the class 
period. This includes being prepared to discuss reading assignments, asking relevant questions, 
attempting to answer relevant questions, and discussing the issues brought up in class.  
 
Deadlines: 
All assignments are due on the date due in the Course Calendar. Instructor to determine further deadlines. 
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Make-up Work Policy:   
Early final exams also are not allowed. In the case of extreme emergency, please consult the Instructor. 
Instructor to determine further make-up policies. 
 
Incomplete Policy:  
The university catalog states, "The grade 'Incomplete' (I) is given only under special circumstances. An 
"I" grade may be given upon recommendation of the professor with the permission of the appropriate 
academic dean. To obtain an Incomplete, the student must fill out the official Incomplete Form, available 
from the office of the Undergraduate Registrar. An Incomplete may be granted for up to 12 weeks from 
date of issue. Petition for extension beyond the 12 weeks will be subject to review by the faculty member 
and the appropriate academic dean. An Incomplete submitted without the Incomplete Form or not made 
up within the allotted period will automatically become an F. An "IN" grade reflects an Incomplete with 
no filed paperwork at the time the grades were issues." 
 
Computer Skills Required:  
All students in this class are expected to have the following computer skills: 
§ Facility with Word, including ability to properly:  

§ insert footnotes  
§ set margins, 
§ set line spacing  
§ format fonts  
§ format headers, footers, and page numbers 

§ Ability to Save, Copy, and e-mail a Word document 
If you do not have these skills, please immediately make an appointment with the Writing Center and 
ask them to help you. You may also familiarize yourself with all of these requirements by using the 
"Help" function in your Word program. Failure to display these skills will result in a corresponding 
drop in your assignment grades where applicable.  
 
If you do not have Microsoft Word loaded on your PC or Mac, then please use the APU computers to 
compose your assignments. 
Note: All students must possess a way to save their documents off the computer. Computer failure or 
crash shall not be an excuse for a late or unsubmitted paper or assignment. This is such a crucial habit 
to develop in life, that I will be especially strict in my grading if students have not backed up their work. 
 
17. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
Students in this course who have a disability that might prevent them from fully demonstrating their 
abilities should meet with an advisor in the Learning Enrichment Center (ext. 3849) as soon as possible to 
initiate disability verification and discuss accommodations that may be necessary to ensure full 
participation in the successful completion of course requirements. For more information, see 
http://www.apu.edu/lec/  
 
18. WRITING CENTER STATEMENT  
Students are encouraged to make use of the resources available at the Writing Center, offices located in 
the Marshburn Library on East Campus. The Writing Center is available to help students with all aspects 
of their writing projects. You may schedule an online appointment at http://www.apu.edu/writingcenter/  
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19. UNIVERSITY OR DEPARTMENTAL POLICIES 
All university and departmental policies affecting student work, appeals, and grievances, as outlined in 
the Undergraduate Catalog and/or Department Handbook will apply, unless otherwise indicated in this 
syllabus. 
 
20. CLASS VISITOR POLICY  
Having uninvited guests in class may interfere with the classroom community-building process, impose 
someone on the class who lacks the shared history and background preparation often necessary to deal 
with sensitive issues, make some students reluctant to engage meaningfully and thus interfere with the 
learning process, and disrupt classroom activity.  All prospective guest(s) must have a visitation date 
approved in advance by the registrar's office, who will then contact the Instructor for final approval. 
 
21. COURSE BIBLIOGRAPHY    
HIGHLY ADVISED! Use these sources for your exegetical papers!    
Adamo, David Monsday.  Biblical Interpretation in African Perspective.  UPA, 2006. 
Arlandson, James Malcolm. Women, Class, and Society in Early Christianity: Models From Luke-Acts. Peabody, 

MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1997. 
Barrett, C. K.  A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles, 2 vols.  Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 

1994-98. 
________, Editor.  The New Testament Background. HarperSanFrancisco, 1989.  Reprint, 1956.* 
Bartchy, S. Scott. "Community of Goods in Acts: Idealization or Social Reality?" In The 
Future of Early Christianity: Essays in Honor of Helmut Koester, edited by Berger A. Pearson, 309-18. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1991. 
Bauckham, Richard.  Gospel Women: Studies of the Named Women in the Gospels.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002. 
Bevins, Winfield H. "A Pentecostal Appropriation of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral." Journal of 
Pentecostal Theology 14 (2006): 229–246. 
Blount, Brian K.  Cultural Interpretation: Reorienting New Testament Criticism.  Augsburg: Fortress, 1995. 
————, et al, eds.  True to Our Native Land: An African American New Testament Commentary.  Fortress Press, 

2007. 
Bock, Darrell L. Acts. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007. 
________. Luke 1:1-9:50. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament 3A. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 

1994. 
________. Luke 9:51-24:53. Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament 3B. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 

1996. 
________. Luke. The IVP New Testament Commentary Series, ed. Grant R. Osborne. Downers Grove, IL and 

Leicester, ENG: InterVarsity Press, 1994. 
Bovon, François. Luke 1: A Commentary on the Gospel of Luke 1:1-9:50. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 2002. 
________. Luke the Theologian: Fifty-Five Years of Research (1950–2005). Waco: Baylor University, 2006. 
Brawley, Robert L.  Luke-Acts and the Jews: Conflict, Apology, and Conciliation.  Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1987. 
________.  Centering on God: Method and Message in Luke-Acts.  Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1990. 
Brooten, Bernadette J.  "Jewish Women's History in the Roman Period: A Task for Christian Theology."  Harvard 

Theological Review 79 (1986): 22-30. 
Brown, Cheryl Anne.  No Longer Be Silent: First Century Jewish Portraits of Biblical Women. Louisvile: 

Westminster/John Knox Press, 1992. 
Brown, Raymond E. The Birth of the Messiah. New York: Doubleday, 1977.  
________. The Death of the Messiah. 2 Volumes. New York: Doubleday, 1994. 
________. An Introduction to the New Testament. Anchor Bible Reference Library. New York: Doubleday, 1997. 
Brown, Robert McAfee.  Unexpected News: Reading the Bible with Third World Eyes.  WJK Press, 1984. 
Callahan, Allen.  The Talking Book: African Americans and the Bible.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 2006. 
Chance, J. Bradley.  Jerusalem, the Temple, and the New Age in Luke-Acts.  Macon, Georgia: Mercer University 

Press, 1988. 
Conzelmann, H.  Acts of the Apostles.  trans. and ed. by E. J. Epp and C. Matthews.  Hermeneia.  Philadelphia: 

Fortress, 1987. 
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Craddock, Fred B. Luke. Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. Louisville, KY: John 
Knox, 1990. 

Danker, Frederick W. Luke. Proclamation Commentaries. 2nd ed. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1987. 
deSilva, David A. Honor, Patronage, Kinship and Purity: Unlocking New Testament Culture. Downers Grove, Ill.: 

IVP Academic, 2000. 
Dunn, James D.G. The Acts of the Apostles. Narrative Commentaries. Valley Forge, PA: Trinity Press International, 

1996. 
________. Jesus Remembered. Christianity in the Making, vol. 1. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003. 
________. Beginning from Jerusalem. Christianity in the Making, vol. 2. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009. 
Esler, Philip Francis.  Community and Gospel in Luke-Acts.  New York: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1987. 
Evans, Craig A. and James A. Sanders.  Luke and Scripture:  The Function of Sacred Tradition in Luke-Acts.  

Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993. 
Felder, Cain Hope.  Race, Racism, and the Biblical Narratives.  Fortress, 2002. 
Fernando, Ajith. Acts. The NIV Application Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998. 
Fitzmyer, Joseph A.  Acts of the Apostles.  New York: Doubleday, 1998. 
________.  The Gospel According to Luke (I-IX).   AB 28.  New York: Doubleday, 1983.* 
________.  The Gospel According to Luke (X-XXIV).  New York: Doubleday, 1983.* 
Garrett, Susan R. The Demise of the Devil: Magic and the Demonic in Luke' s Writings. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 

1989. 
Gaventa, Beverly Robert. The Acts of the Apostles. Nashville: Abingdon, 2003. 
González, Justo L. Luke. Belief: a Theological Commentary on the Bible. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 

2010. 
Gottwald, Norman & Richard Horsley.  The Bible and Liberation: Political and Social Hermeneutics.  Orbis, 1993. 
Gowler, D. W.  Host, Guest, Enemy, and Friend: Portraits of the Pharisees in Luke and Acts.  New York: Peter 

Lang, 1991. 
Green, Joel B. The Gospel of Luke. New International Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1997. 
________. Seized by Truth: Reading the Bible as Scripture. Nashville: Abingdon, 2007. 
Hays, Christopher M. Luke's Wealth Ethics. WUNT 2.275. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2010. 
Hengel, Martin.  Between Jesus and Paul.  trans. J. Bowden.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1983.* 
________.  The Pre-Christian Paul.  Trans. John Bowden.  Philadelphia: Trinity Press, 1991. 
Hoyt, Thomas, Jr. "Interpreting Biblical Scholarship for the Black Church Tradition." In Stony the Road we Trod, 

edited by Cain Hope Felder, 17-39. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991. 
Jeffrey, David Lyle. Luke. Brazos Theological Commentary on the Bible. Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2012. 
Jervell, Jacob.  Luke and the People of God.  Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1972.* 
Johnson, Luke T.  The Gospel of Luke.  Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical Press, 1991. 
________. The Acts of the Apostles. Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical Press, 1992. 
Kee, Howard Clark.  Good News to the Ends of the Earth: The Theology of Acts.  Philadelphia: Trinity Press, 1990. 
________. To Every Nation under Heaven: The Acts of the Apostles. The New Testament in Context. Harrisburg, 

Pa.: Trinity, 1997. 
Keener, Craig. S. New Testament. The IVP Bible Background Commentary. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1993. 
Kurz, William S. Reading Luke-Acts: Dynamics of Biblical Narrative. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1993. 
Levine, Amy-Jill. A Feminist Companion to the Acts of the Apostles. Feminist Companion to the New Testament 

and Early Christian Writings 9. London: T & T Clark, 2004. 
________."Second Temple Judaism, Jesus, and Women." Biblical Interpretation 2 (1994): 8-33. 
________.  Women Like This: New Perspectives on Jewish Women in the Greco Roman World. Scholars, 1991. 
Levine, Amy-Jill and Marianne Blickenstaff, eds. A Feminist Companion to Luke. Feminist Companion to the New 

Testament and Early Christian Writings 3. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2002. 
Liew, Tat-Siong Benny. What is Asian American Biblical Hermeneutics: Reading the New Testament. Honolulu: 

University of Hawai'i Press, 2008. 
Loader, William R. G.  Sexuality in the New Testament: Understanding the Key Texts.  SPCK, 2010. 
Love, Stuart L.  Jesus and Marginal Women: The Gospel of Matthew in Social-Scientific Perspective.  James Clarke 

& Co., 2010. 
Marshall, I. H. and D. Peterson, eds.  Witness to the Gospel:  The Theology of Acts.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 
McCabe, Elizabeth A.  Women in the Biblical World: A Survey of Old and New Testament Perspectives.  UPA, 

2010. 
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Meeks, Wayne A.  The First Urban Christians: The Social World of the Apostle Paul.  New Haven: Yale, 1983.* 
Meier, John P. A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus. Vol. 1: The Roots of the Problem and the Person. 

ABRL. New York: Doubleday, 1991. 
Moessner, David P., ed.  Jesus and the Heritage of Israel: Luke's Narrative Claim upon Israel's Legacy.  Harrisburg: 

Trinity Press, 1999. 
Mosala, Itumeleng.  Biblical Hermeneutics and Black Theology in South Africa.  Eerdmans, 1989. 
Nasrallah, Laura and Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza.  Prejudice and Christian Beginnings: Investigating Race, 

Gender, and Ethnicity in Early Christianity.  Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2010. 
Neyrey, Jerome H., ed.  The Social World of Luke-Acts: Models for Interpretation.  Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 

1991. 
Oropeza, B. J. In the Footsteps of Judas and Other Defectors: Apostasy in the New Testament Communities Volume 

I. Gospels, Acts, and Johannine Writings. Casacade: Eugene, 2011. 
Parsons, Mikeal C. Acts. Paideia. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2008. 
Patte, Daniel and J. S. Croatto, Eds.  The Global Bible Commentary.  Abingdon, 2004. 
Pelikan, Jaroslav. Acts. Brazos Theological Commentary on the Bible. Grand Rapids: Brazos, 
2006. 
Pervo, Richard I. Luke's Story of Paul.Minneapolis: Fortress, 1990. 
Plaskow, Judith.  "Blaming Jews for Inventing Patriarchy."  Lilith 7 (1980): 11-12. 
Pomeroy, Sarah B.  Goddesses, Whores, Wives, and Slaves.  New York: Schocken Books Inc., 1975; reprint 1995. 
Powell, Mark Allan. What are they Saying about Acts? Mahwah, NJ: Paulist, 1991. 
________. What are they Saying about Luke? Mahwah, NJ: Paulist, 1989. 
Pope-Levison, P. & J. R. Levison.  Jesus in Global Contexts.  WJK Press, 1992. 
Reid, Barbara E.  Choosing the Better Part?  Women in the Gospel of Luke.  Collegeville, Minnesota: Liturgical 

Press, 1996. 
Reimer, Ivoni Richter. Women in the Acts of the Apostles: A Feminist Liberation Perspective. Translated by Linda 

M. Maloney. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1995. 
Rieger, Joerg.  Christ and Empire: From Paul to Postcolonial Times.  Fortress Press, 2007. 
Ringe, Sharon H. Luke. Westminster Bible Companion. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1995. 
Rousseau, John J. and Rami Arav.  Jesus & His World:  An Archaeological and Cultural Dictionary.  Minneapolis: 

Fortress Press, 1995. 
Rowe, C. Kavin. World Upside Down: Reading Acts in the Greco-Roman Age. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2009. 
Rowland, Christopher.  Liberating Exegesis: The Challenge of Liberation Theology to Biblical Studies.  WJK Press, 

1989. 
Russell, Letty M. ed. Feminist Interpretation of the Bible. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1985. 
Schüssler Fiorenza, Elisabeth. In Memory of Her: A Feminist Theological Reconstruction of Christian Origins, 10th 

Anniversary Edition.  New York: Crossroad, 2002. 
________.  Jesus and the Politics of Interpretation.  New York: Continuum Press, 2001. 
Segovia, Fernando. "Methods for Studying the New Testament." in The New Testament Today, Mark Allan Powell, 

ed. WJK Press, 1999.   
________ and M. A. Tolbert.  Reading from this Place: Social Location and  Biblical Interpretation in Global 

Perspective.  Fortress, 1995. 
Seim, Turid Karlsen. The Double Message: Patterns of Gender in Luke & Acts. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1994. 
Soards, Marion L. The Speeches in Acts: Their Content, Context, and Concerns. Louisville: Westminster/John 

Knox, 1994. 
Spencer, F. Scott. Journeying through Acts: A Literary-Cultural Reading. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2004. 
Sugirtharajah, R. S.  The Bible and the Third World: Precolonial, Colonial, and Postcolonial Encounters.  

Cambridge, 2001. 
Talbert, Charles H.  Luke-Acts:  New Perspectives from the Society of Biblical Literature Seminar.  New York: 

Crossroads, 1984.* 
________. Reading Luke: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the Third Gospel. Reading the New 

Testament. Macon, Ga.: Smyth & Helwys, 2002. 
________. Reading Acts: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles. Rev. ed. Reading the 

New Testament. Macon, Ga.: Smyth & Helwys, 2001. 
Tannehill, Robert C.  Luke.  Abingdon New Testament Commentary.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1996. 
________.  The Narrative Unity of Luke-Acts: A Literary Interpretation.  2 vols.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986. 
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Tiede, D. L.  Luke.  Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1988. 
Tyson, Joseph B. Luke, Judaism, and the Scholars: Critical Approaches to Luke-Acts. Columbia: University of 

South Carolina Press, 1999. 
Ukpong, Justin S.  Reading the Bible in the Global Village: Cape Town.  Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2002. 
West, Gerald & Musa Dube.  The Bible in Africa: Transactions, Trajectories and Trends.  Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2001. 
Williams, David John. Acts. New International Biblical Commentary 5. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 

1990. 
Willimon, William H. Acts. Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. Atlanta: John Know, 

1988. 
Winter, Bruce W. and Andrew D. Clarke, eds.  The Book of Acts in Its First Century Setting, 2 vols.  Grand Rapids, 

Mich.: Eerdmans, 1993. 
Witherington, Ben. The Acts of the Apostles: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 
________. Women in the Ministry of Jesus.  New York: Cambridge, 1984. 
________. Women in the Earliest Churches.  New York: Cambridge, 1988. 
Witherington, Ben, ed.  History, Literature, and Society in the Book of Acts.  Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1996. 
*NOTE: We will accept the above starred sources for use in your paper even though they were published before 

1985.  No other exceptions will be allowed. 
 
22. COURSE CALENDAR 
NOTE: Course schedule, topics, evaluation, and assignments may be changed at the Instructor's discretion. [Numbers in 
parentheses represent total page numbers to be read] 
Students will be responsible to have all reading and writing assignments completed by the assigned week. 

Schedule Discussion Topics Weekly Readings Assignments 
WEEK 1 
 

A. Course 
Introduction  

B. Reading the NT 
as an Ancient Text: 
The Nature of 
Meaning 

C. Israel's Story:  
Exodus to  
Empire 

Powell: 9-13 [Preface ],15-45 [Ch. 1]; 
De La Torre: xi-xii, 1-20 (58) 
 

Submit Student 
Information Sheet 
Journal Summary 
#1 
 

Week 2 A. Structure of the 
NT 

B. Who Is Jesus? 
 

Powell: 47-61 [Ch. 2], 63-79 [Ch. 3] 
(53) 
 

Journal Summary 
#2 & 3 

Week 3 B. The Synoptic 
Gospels 

Powell: 81-101 [Ch. 4], 103-123 [Ch. 5], 
125-133 [Ch. 6a] (51) 
 

Journal Summary 
#4 
Exegetical 
Assignment #1 

Week 4 A. Reading Luke  
B. Media Day 

Powell: 134-145 [Ch. 6b], 147-167 [Ch. 
7], (33) Powell:169-189 [Ch. 8] (21) 
 

Journal Summary 
#5 
Survey #1 

Week 5 
Catch-up Week 

Midterm Quiz  Midterm Quiz #1 
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Week 6 
 

Luke 1:1—6:11 
 
Language and 
Meaning 
 
The Bible and 
Inspiration 

NOAB: Luke 1:1—6:11 
De La Torre: 20-54; Truesdale: 27-40 
(49) 

Exegetical 
Assignment #2 

Week 7 
 

Luke 6:12—12:59  
 
Language and 
Meaning 
 
The Wesleyan 
Quadrilateral 

NOAB: Luke 6:12—12:59 
De La Torre: 55-96; Truesdale: 61-74 
(56) 
 

 
 

Week 8 
 

Luke 13:1—21:37 
 
The Hermeneutical 
Circle 
 
Unity in Diversity  
 

NOAB: Luke 13:1—21:37 
De La Torre: 96-132; Truesdale: 113-
125 (50) 

Book Review #1 
(Truesdale) 

Week 9 
 

Luke 22:1—24:53 
Midterm Quiz #2 
 
The Authority of 
Scripture 

NOAB: Luke 22:1—24:53 
De La Torre: 132-172; Truesdale: 127-
143 (58) 

Midterm Quiz #2 
Survey #2 

Week 10 Reading Acts Powell: 191-213 [Ch. 9], 231-246 [Ch. 
11a](39) 
Powell: 215-229 [Ch. 10] (15) 

Journal Summary 
#6 
Exegetical 
Assignment #3 

Week 11 Acts 1:1—11:18 NOAB: Acts 1:1—11:18 
Powell: 246-253 [Ch. 11b] (8) 
Powell: 307-321 [Ch. 15], 343-355 [Ch. 
17], 371-385 [Ch. 19] (43) 

Journal Summary 
#7 
Book Review #2 
(De La Torre) 

Week 12 Acts 11:19—20:38 NOAB: Acts 11:19—20:38 
Powell: 387-395 [Ch. 20], 273-291 [Ch. 
13], 293-305 [Ch. 14], 445-461 [Ch. 24] 
(58) 

Journal Summary 
#8 
 

Week 13 
 

Acts 21:1—26:32 NOAB: Acts 21:1—26:32 
Powell: 323-341 [Ch. 16], 357-369 
[Ch.18], 397-413 [Ch. 21] (49) 

Journal Summary 
#9 
Exegetical 
Assignment #4 

Week 14 Acts 27:1—28:30 
Final Review 

NOAB: Acts 27:1—28:30 
Powell: 255-271 [Ch. 12] (17) 
Powell: 415-425 [Ch. 22] (11) 
Review Course Notes 

Journal Summary 
#10 
Final Exam 
Review 

Final Exam Week 
 

FINAL EXAM 
WEEK 

 Final Exam 
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23. OPTIONAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT  
 

MAY INCLUDE ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, for students to sign, acknowledging receipt and comprehension of the syllabus, and turn in to 
Instructor: 
 
I have received a copy of the syllabus for __________(course name).  I have read the syllabus and have been offered an opportunity to ask questions about it.  
I understand and agree to the requirements of this syllabus. 
Signature: __________________________________________     Date: _______________________________________ 

 

 
24. STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET  
SEE NEXT PAGE FOR PRINT STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET 
All students are required to fill out this sheet and return it to the Instructor by the end of the first week of 
class. 
Failure to do so by the end of the first week will result in the withholding of all assignment grades until 
Information Sheet is supplied.   
END OF SYLLABUS  
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PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM AND SUBMIT IT TO THE INSTRUCTOR.   
 
Student Information Sheet 
UBBL 230  Luke/Acts 
Semester/Year 
Prerequisite Course for this class is: UBBL 100 Exodus/Deuteronomy 
 
Name:______________________________________________________________ 
 
(Please Print) 
APU Box No.________________ E-mail (Required):_________________________  
 
 
Telephone: Home/Campus:(___)________________  Work: :(___)______________ 
 
 
Family Home Address:__________________________________________________ 
 
    __________________________________________________________________ 
  

   Please check one:   Commuter  ¨            On-Campus  ¨ 
 
Major:______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Why did you choose this major?_________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________  
 
Previous Bible (UBBL ONLY) courses taken (name of instructor if taken at APU): 
100 Bible:_____________________________ Instructor_____________________  
 
200 Bible:_____________________________ Instructor_____________________  
 
Add'l. Bible:____________________________ Instructor_____________________  
 
Present Standing:  ___Sr.   ___ Jr.   ___ Soph.   ___ Fresh.  /  Grad. Date:________  
 
 
Career Plans:________________________________________________________  
 
 
Comments or any info you would like me to know about you: __________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 


